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AMC artists create
scenes of America
for the comfort
of injured troops

By 2np Lr. KaROLINE ScotT
375th Airlift Wing Public Affairs

The streets of New Orleans,
New England’s scenic shores,
the Alamo in San Antonio and
the Seattle skyline are just a few of
the many colorful images that now
have a permanent home in the 375th
Medical Group’s Aeromedical
Staging Facility at the Scott Air
Force Base Clinic.

Personnel from across headquar-
ters Air Mobility Command showed
off their artistic skills by decorating
25 panels with scenes from across
America, which were installed on
the walls of the ASF’s Internet Café
on Monday.

This project is part of a greater
effort to bring a hometown-feel and
sense of comfort to the many mili-
tary patients who will spend any-
where from a few hours to a few
days in the facility while recovering
from a wide range of injuries.

“For many patients wounded or
injured while deployed in support of
operations in the Middle East, the
ASF at Scott is one of their first air
evac staging stops within the U.S.,”
said Lt. Col. Terry Prizer, ASF flight
chief.

“The facility has 17 individual
patient rooms as well as several
common areas equipped to house
patients overnight,” said Colonel
Prizer. “Patients from all branches
of service fly into Scott before being
transferred to permanent treatment
facilities near their home stations,”
she said.

“We see patients injuries including
fractures, amputations, burns and
those with head injuries,” said
Colonel Prizer. “In all, 1,300
patients moved through our ASF in
2006. Six hundred of those stayed
overnight.”

With so many patients coming
back to the states after serving
abroad, the staff at the ASF works
hard to make their patients’ stay as
comfortable as possible.

“We are honored to welcome
Americans who have fought and sac-
rificed for our country,” said Colonel
Prizer. “Recently, organizations and
groups from across the base have
volunteered to ‘adopt’ a room or
common area in the ASF. They add
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Volunteers, Capt. Amber Cassell and Capt Charles Silvanic, AMC/A7, mount the “Land that | Love”
exhibit at the Aeromedical Staging Facility.

personal touches, which make the
rooms feel less like a hospital and
more like home.

“At a minimum, groups have con-
tributed new bedspreads and painted
the walls in adopted rooms,” said
Colonel Prizer. “Any time and effort
volunteers put into the rooms is truly
appreciated.”

Thus far, six patient rooms have
been adopted as well as some of the
common areas. The Internet Café,
adopted by AMC/A5/8, is the most
recently decorated portion of the ASF.

“The Internet Café is an important
area for our patients,” said Colonel
Prizer. “It’s where servicemembers
can use the internet free of charge.

A lot of them choose to communi-
cate with their buddies who are still
deployed.”

The idea to adopt and renovate the
Internet Café came from Renee
Kane, a USO volunteer and wife of
Maj. Gen. Thomas Kane, AMC/A5/8
director. “Tlearned about the mis-
sion of the ASF from working with
the USO,” said Mrs. Kane. “I
thought that decorating the walls of
the facility seemed like a great way
to help welcome injured [service-
members] flying into Scott from
overseas. It was a way to bring them
a little bit of home.”

From Mrs. Kane’s idea came a
team of AMC/A5/8 personnel who
enthusiastically took on the chal-
lenge of decorating the ASF’s
Internet Café.

Capt. Amber Cassell and Capt.

Charles Silvanic, both from AMC
headquarters, took on the challenge
of organizing and heading up the
project.

“We heard that a mural on the
walls of the Internet Café would be a
welcome addition to the ASF,” said
Captain Cassell.

They decided on a theme of “Land
That I Love,” and chose to create a
multi-paneled mural with images
from across America that would
remind patients of home regardless
of what part of the country they are
from.

“Initially, we thought we would
only have one artist paint a single
mural,” said Captain Cassell.
“Ultimately, we decided to paint sev-
eral small images on metal panels,
which could be decorated outside of
the ASF and installed later.”

Eventually, dozens of individuals
volunteered to help paint the panels.
“We sent out an e-mail through
AMC/A5/8 a few weeks ago,” said
Captain Silvanic. “A lot of folks
stepped up to help including military
members, their spouses, children and
friends.”

Each volunteer picked a different
region of the country to paint on
the panels. The materials used for
the project included acrylic paint,
spray paint and even wood. The
metal for the panels was donated
by a local company who were
inspired to contribute to the worth-
while cause.

“It never ceases to amaze me how

talented Air Force people are,” said
Captain Silvanic. “I’m so proud of
the folks who didn’t think they had
any artistic abilities, but volunteered
to paint a panel anyway. They all
turned out beautifully, I think some
people surprised themselves.”

Tech. Sgt. Zoila Turley, an
AMC/A5/8 acquisitions logistics
manager, volunteered to paint the
scene of New Orleans. “I don’t nor-
mally paint, but this project was a lot
of fun,” she said. “I'm so glad I par-
ticipated and could give back to ser-
vicemembers recovering from
injuries.”

Rhina Herson, a civilian from
O’Fallon, Il1., heard about the pro-
ject from her brother, a servicemem-
ber stationed at Scott, and decided to
help out. “My brother remembered
that I painted a mural when I was in
high school. He was impressed with
how that one turned out and asked if
I could help with this project.”

Mrs. Herson painted images of the
East Coast, California and the Great
Plains. “It was great to participate in
the program and give back to the
military community,” she said.

Even Mrs. Herson’s 3-year-old
daughter, Amelia, helped paint one
of the murals. “My daughter put her
hand prints on one of the center pan-
els celebrating America’s diversity,”
said Mrs. Herson.

For the project managers, they
could not be much happier about the
end result. “T’'m glad that we could
donate something to the [clinic],”

Artists and volunteers
from across the area,
along with personnel
from the 375th Medical
Group gathered at Air
Mobility Command
Headquarters building
Jan. 25 to display 25
freshly painted panels,
which were hung on the
walls of the Internet Café
in the 375th Medical
Group Aeromedical
Staging Facility. The
“Land That | Love” mural
project was organized by
personnel from
AMC/A5/8 and is part of
a greater effort to bring a
little bit of home to ASF
patients.
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“Land that | Love”
contributors
and artists
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Kevin Wilson
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said Captain Cassell. “T hope this
mural will brighten people’s days. I
want to thank everyone who worked
50 hard to complete this.”

While installation of the panels
began Monday, the artists will gath-
er one more time when the mural is
formally dedicated in February.
One artist, Maj. Kevin Wilson of
AMC/AS5/8, deployed before he
could see the finished product.
“We’ll be sure to send him pictures
of the mural he helped create. He
was so happy to participate, and T
know he would love to see how
well it turned out,” said Captain
Cassell.

Captain Cassell does have some
advice for other groups thinking
about adopting a room. “Teamwork
and organization led to a successful
outcome,” she said. “Everyone con-
tributed a small piece which resulted
in a better end product than we ever
imagined.”

To find out more about adopting a
room or common area at the ASF,
contact Lt. Col. Terry Prizer or Capt.
Denise Cleveland at 256-5838.



